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The following example demonstrated the kind of information that can be provided by a Local 
Record Centre (LRC) to local planning authorities to aid decision making, emphasising the value of 
having this information over not having it. It was a hypothetical example to highlight the need for 
up-to-date, accurate biodiversity information as part of the planning system. 
 
Map A (Local Authority Information) showed five proposed sites for a small industrial park. It also 
showed some basic biodiversity information already known to the planning department. The 
biodiversity information shown on the map was purposely limited and not current, and might be 
typical of what is available to a local authority without a Service Level Agreement (SLA) with the 
LRC, relying on this information to base their decision on which site would be most suitable for 
development. 
Questions posed: 
 

� Which proposed site appears most suitable for the development? 
� Is this information really sufficient to be able to make a decision (from an ecological point of 

view)?   
� Where else might information be obtained, how long might it take and how much might it 

cost? 
 
Map B (LRC Information) showed the correct (i.e. most current) biodiversity information on it, 
including wildlife sites and protected/BAP and other species records, based on new information 
available to the local authority (as they now have a SLA with their LRC).  
Questions posed: 
 

� Does knowing this information influence the decision on which site is most suitable for 
development?  

� Does this change YOUR mind on which site should be chosen? 
 
In addition to the maps, a species information document detailed more information about each of 
the sites.  
 
Further questions posed: 
Suppose Map B was no longer available because the LRC had ceased to function due to lack of 
funding and support from local authorities. 
  

� Would you be prepared to rely once more on Map A? 
� What is the value of having the extra information on Map B? 

 
A map showing a real example of data available from the Bedfordshire and Luton Local Record 
Centre was also provided, showing precisely what information could be accessed through having a 
SLA with your LRC.   
 
Your Local Environmental Records Centres in the east of England are: 
 

� Biological Records in Essex (BRIE) www.brienet.org.uk   
� Bedfordshire and Luton Biodiversity Recording and Monitoring Centre (BLBRMC) 

www.bedsbionet.org.uk  
� Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Environmental Records Centre (CPERC) 

www.cperc.org.uk  
� Hertfordshire Biological Records Centre (HBRC) www.enquire.hertscc.gov.uk/hbrc  
� Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service (NBIS) www.nbis.org.uk  
� Suffolk Biological Records Centre (SBRC) www.users.globalnet.co.uk/~sbrc  


